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__ THE. OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER. OF THE FIRST OSBORNE GROUP FOG 

hss Vol. 2.No..4:. ee OS an (Non-Member price $ 1.50/copy) October 1982 


“Sores, 


OS — COPYRIGHT 1982" byribe F First’ ‘Osborne Group (FOG) for the exclusive use and enjoyment of its members. Any reprint or 
gon reproduction must be approved in writing, in advance by FOG. 


CALEND A 


. “iinet this heading | y ou will find acalendar of events of interest to FOG members. If you want your group meeting ctc., listed send the name of the event, 
sal. date, city, state andeo contact ‘phone number. penile in only those events which arc scheduled after the 15th of the FOGHORN issue month inwhich it will 
Z “appear, Zé Se 

; Event. <> Address - Contact No. 


= _»~"* Philadel hia FOG (10:30 a.m. Contact John Schmitz for details 215-568-2376 
a me = Monterey! Bay Area... Contact Marcia for date, time and place confirmation 408-722-4272 
7 _—” OSBUG White Rock, BC’ Contact Alex Danny for details 604-536-0266 
gl a eting contact Bob Reed for time & place 602-949-9353 
si m. 5201 Patrick Henry Blvd, Santa Clara 408-947-1650 
ae fn icago FOG-(1:30 p.m. Contact Jim Hanlon for meetin 312-441-8673 
“sb. Oc j m. 5 4340 N. Wilson, Fresno, CA 209-222-2155 
el” Oct aT a (7 ) Bldg C Rm 205, Fort Mason 415-661-4324 
Feo eal Oc Ae "SR FOG 7: 00 pm. contact Joel Potts for meeting information 707-545-0285 
Q Nov 2 a Atlanta TOGA-11:30 a.m. 127 Peachtree St 11th Fl. confirm with Eliott Lipson 404-973-9294 
. ) 1 Senior Citizens Center Rural Ave & Southern 602-962-0820 
4343 Pacific Ave Stockton, CA 209-478-2242 
2 “=, NY 00 p.m)": NY Univ, Waverly Bldg, overlooking Wash. Sq. 212-799-9092 
wo SC FOG (7:30 p.m.) 5201 Patrick Henry Blvd, Santa Clara 408-947-1650 
| Sf te. ; “00, NOCCC/OSSIG (1:00 p.m.) Chapman College Hashinger Auditorium 714-998-8080 
_ _-«-” Memphis FOG (7:00 p.m.) 34th Fl. Clark Bldg Fed.Expr. Conf Rm. 901-797-6024 
es A .. SMOG (6:30 pm. 64 E. Blithedale, Mill Valley, CA 415-331-3472 


344 East Main Rochester, NY 
B B&B Electronics 2828 Ford Street, Oakland, CA 415-841-5900 
_~-Burnaby, BC FOG (7:00 p.m.) Hastings Comm Ctr, 3096 E. Hastings 604-596-6631 


ees . oo Alaska OSBUG (8:15 p.m.) Anchorag Comm College 907-276-4268 


_.Monterey Bay Area - Contact Marcia for date, time and place confirmation 408-722-4272 


i ’ interested in Osborne Computees. Membership is 
The First Osborne Group (FOG) has been formed as a users’ group for all persons who use or are interested In! po N 
available to any interested shee Oia or not they currently own an Osborne Computer. The FOGHORN is published monthly by the First Osborne 


Group for its members. A subscription is included with membership in FOG: US - $24.00/yr; elsewhere - $30.00/yr. Non-member price: $1.50/copy. 


Address all inquiries to FOG, P.O. Box 11683-A, Palo Alto, CA 94306. 


OFFICERS IN THE F 0 G ; one adie 
PresidenVFounder ..........+ Frank G. Morton Vice President........-.-00e180+ Kent Walker Editor, FOGHORN..........005 avi - Oates 
Finance Officer .............06+ Leo E. Grandi Disk Library Chairman ...Jim Woolley Technical Counsel... Byron A. McKay 
Correspondence Secy . ... Gale P. Rhoades Legal Counsels.....-++.+0-++08+5 Jim Schenkel Corporate Secy ..... . - Bob Kavinoky 
CPA. Counsel .........cecceeeeeees Jim Lantz and Steve Von Till Membership ASst......-.-..-. Warren Hamblet 


Submissions 


All articles, announcements, letters-to-the-editor, commercials, 
member announcements, classified ads, etc., should be WordStar files, 
“TD” mode (except for program listings), formatted to 70 columas, with 
paragraphs dented 5 spaces, no print commands (until we discover 
how to search for “P symbols). They should be on (Osborne | read- 
able) diskettes. The submissions can be sent in the mail (protectively 
packaged ), copied to a FOG diskette at a Santa Clara FOG meeting, de- 
livered, by arrangement, to a FOG officer, or sent by modem to the edi- 
tor or an officer of FOG. “By modem” is by far the most convenient 
method. If you don’t have a modem, get together with a friend who 


does and send your file. It will be a fun experience. 
ee * 


Commercial Advertising 


Commercial ads can be submitted as document files, using the 
same parameters as those listed for articles etc., above or as camera 
ready copy. If you submit a full page ad on disk, use the WordStar de- 
fault margins top and bottom (55 lines). Half page ads are 27 lines by 
70 columns or 55 lines by 35 columns, The current rates, effective 
10/15/82, are: 

$90/full page, $50/half page, $35/quarter page. 
For advertisers who wish to run ads in three sequential issues, a special 
rate is available. Three months at the rate in effect at the time the order 
is placed and paid in full and ads are run in the subsequent three is- 
sues. The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the rates monthly and in- 
creasing them as the membership Sons, 
#* 


Submission Deadline 


Any material of special time value, must be submittee on or before 
the third Thursday of the month preceding the month of publication 
(SC FOG meeting). Articles which are not month-specific may be sub- 


mitted at any time. (Please, avoid the deadline rush; contribute early!) 
tat 


FROM THE FOG 


Happy Anniversary 
By Frank Morton 


Where has the time gone? Has it been a year already? They say 
time flies when you are having fun, and I believe it. It has been hectic, 
and tiring sometimes, and lots of work; but IT HAS BEEN FUN! J still 
cannot believe all this has happened to us! | have always been intrigued 
by mathematics, calculating, technical toys, computers, etc.; but when 
I purchased my Osborne it threw me right into the middle of a whole 
revolution!!! Those Osborne ads are true, they are changing the way 
we do business. Other publications are referring to our O-1 as the 
Volkswagen of the computer industry. That is a very apt term; it's small, 
economical, and goes anywhere, It certainly has revolutionized the 
industry! 

Do you realize that although there are now close to 1500 of us we 
are all pioneers?! This is just the beginning. OCC has only now started 


to really produce these widgets. They are cranking out about 10,000 
per month now, but have said they want to be doing 30,000 per month 
by the end of the year. Does that give you any idea of the potential for 
FOG? I can see chapters everywhere, International Conventions, and a 
chance to do a lot of good. 

In addition to helping ourselves by sharing our learning with each 
other, | would like to see us get involved with some charitable 
activities, Some of our Canadian members are already supporting a 
worthwhile cause, I’ve read that properly applied computer programs 
can really do wonders in helping to teach persons with learning 
disabilities. I can relate to that problem. J am sure that many persons 
who are computer oriented can also relate to the problems of the 
learning disabled. The computer, properly programmed, has the great 
power of giving individual instruction at a variable rate which is best 
suited to the student, This can greatly increase the level of learning 
and the speed of learning. 

At New Years time people often create resolutions for the new 
year. I don’t generally make too many myself. I'd rather make a few that 
1 think I have a chance of keeping, rather than many which are soon 
forgotten. So | will keep mine to two. 

The first is a rather general one. | resolve to continue working, 
with your help, to make FOG not only something we can all enjoy and 
be proud of, but also an organization that will hopefully be a positive 
force for good in the world. I'd like for FOG to help people learn to 
become more productive, less dependent on others, and well qualified 
for better working conditions. I talk to many who are buying the O-1 
because they can see that computerization is going to be affecting all 
of our lives and they want to learn what it is all about. I think we are 
all like that to some extent. 

My second resolution is more personal. I resolve to get busy and 
read my OCC User's Reference Guide from start to finish. I have been 
going to it when I want to look something up. Usually I am in a hurry 
and often I have difficulty finding what I am looking for, generally 
because I am ina hurry! I am sure almost all the answers I will ever 
need to know about my O-1 are in there somewhere. I’m sure if I start 
at the beginning and study the entire manual I would not have to go to 
it so often, and J would be able to do something in addition to 
WordStar and Supercalc! So I resolve to read the Manual completely 
this year. Then maybe I will be able to answer some of your questions 
which now show how much I have yet to learn, 


!! WELCOME TO THE SECOND YEAR OF F 0 G!!! 
—— Dealer Support, Revisited ——- 

You may recall an earlier editorial when I suggested that if you 
would like to have good dealer support, you should consider 
Supporting your dealer. It works the other way around also! The best 
way the Dealers can earn our continued business, referrals, and 
support in general is by providing software, training, and other 
support. 

For those of you in the computer retail trade out there, OCC 
Dealers in particular, I suggest that you support your local FOG 
Chapter. If your salespersons participate in the FOG activities, they can 
learn a lot, fast. I have heard FOG members say “it is pretty sad when 
you are looking to buy a computer and you have to show the 
salesperson how to boot up the software or to operate the machine. “It 
is true that FOG participation would be extra time spent on their own 
but | know they would find it rewarding. When the FOG members get 


to know your salespeople the members will feel more welcome and at 
home in your store, 


ADVERTISEMENT 


daisy 


quality 


.. $249 


printing 


Now you can turn your Olivetti Praxis-30 functions, including the entire printable 
or -35 daisy wheel typewriter into a letter character set (KBI & KBII). Complete 
quality printer. The OLIVE-1 provides with interconnect/installation instructions 
your Praxis with a microprocessor- and user guide. Wall socket plug-in 
based, serial communications interface power supply (9VDC/500mA) optional. 

_ (RS-232C) compatible with most Also available: OLIVE-80, a fully 
computers. It features a wide range of integrated Praxis-30 plus OLIVE-1 
options and supports all typewriter typewriter/printer package for under 

$750.00. 


FEATURES 


Hardware Handshake 

Software Protocols 

(ETX/ACK or XON/XOFF) 

Selectable Baud Rates (110, 300, 1200) 
165 Character Buffer (lull line at 15 cpi) 
Printing Pitch Selection (10, 12 & 15 cpi) 
Keyboard | & II Selection 

Control over Praxis buzzer 

RS-232C Configuration Options 
(TXD/RXD crossing; Carrier Detect Assert, 
Handshake via CTS or DTR) 

Paper-Out Indicator LED 

Reset & Resume-Print Switches 
Printing Speed: Approx. 12 cps 


The 
olive branch 
Association, Ltd. 


26291 Production Ave., Ste. 205 
Hayward, CA 94545, USA 
(415) 887-5633 


OLIVE-1& OLIVE-80 are Irademarks of The Olive Branch Assocation, Ltd 


Whether you like it or not, the discount stores and the mailorder 
businesses realize that a Users’ Group is a prequalified, concentrated 
source of potential customers. They come to the meetings to pitch 
their wares; sometimes they become an active part of the users’ group. 
So I say “Get involved” to you dealers. There is much you can do to 
help, both FOG and yourself. One thing that would be a big help is to 
help the group find a suitable meeting place at a reasonable price 
(free?). As a business person you no doubt have many contacts that 
members of the users’ group may not have. Finding a good meeting 
place is one of the most difficult challenges facing a users’ group! You 
could be a big help and carn a lot of goodwill for your store! 

eee 


Changes 


by Gale Rhoades 


L will take this opportunity to tell the memebership of some of the 
changes that have occurred in the last couple of weeks. First for those 
of you who now, or are considering, placing advertisements in the 
FOGHORN, the rates have gone up. The last change in the rates was in 
April when our membership was about 400. We mailed 1750 copies of 
the September issue and ordered 2500 copies of this October issue. 
The Board of Trustees will review the rates on a monthly basis and will 
increase them as the membership grows. Keep an cyc on the rates 
listed on page 2 for further changes. 

The Board also authorized a means by which advertisers could 
guarantee rates for a thrée month period. Three issues, paid in 
advance, are charged at the rate in effect at the time the order is 
placed. These ads must then run in the three issues immediately 
following the payment for the ad. Rate changes during this three 
month period would the take effect for the fourth issue if you still 
wanted to run the ad. 

We have a new column this month. This will carry all discussions 
of the library. Please read the opening column carefully. It will answer 
most of the quetions asked about the library. 

Many wondered why the September issue was so late. Well it was 
one of those months. In an attempt to avoid similar problems in the 
future, PLEASE GET YOUR MATERIAL TO DAVID OATES BEFORE THE 
THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH PRIOR TO THE ISSUE MONTH. 
Contributions and advertisements received after that date will used in 
the next issue if not out of date. We cannot make exceptions for any 
reason if we are going to ever get on schedule and stay there. 

A special note to those who have wondered how they could help 
FOG work better! Many articles have been offered/promised/received 
from our fellow members but more are wanted and needed. Take a few 
minutes to repay the others in the membership who have helped you. 
Write up your discoveries, ideas, problems, etc. Every single reader of 
this newsletter has a contribution (or dozen) that would be appreci- 
ated by others in the group. 

For every problem written up in the FOGHORN, it is one less that 
I will get a phone call about. Speaking of phone calls. As much as | 
enjoy talking to all who call me, it is rapidly getting out of hand. If 1 
don’t have time to fix up the newsletter for the typesetting, it will be 
late. If I don’t have time to enter new memberships or payments for 
renewal, you won't get your issue. 

So! Please save my phone number for urgent problems. It would be 
easiest if only one person from a chapter had the number and all local 
members filtered questions through the focal network before calling 
me. And PLEASE, don’t put my phone number on anymore bulletin 
boards! It is in your best interest that the time I have to spend be spent 
getting copies of the library out, memberships and renewals entered, 
newsletters mailed, and software/cassettes mailed to those who have 
ordered them. 

Questions sent by mail make take a little longer to get an answer 


but this method will benefit all members. 
** * 


Sa ee ee 
Chronicle - Santa Clara FOG 
by Mike Mebr 


Tony Bove and Cheryl Rhodes spoke at the Sept.16 Santa Clara 
FOG meeting about their new venture, The User's Guide, a new 
magazine for CP/M systems and software. Some of you may remember 
Tony and Cheryl from Datacast magazine; their new magazine is not 
related, but will carry out many of the functions Datacast took on in its 
issues, as well as many more. They’ve planned several articles for Issue 
AA, including tutorials on CP/M and Compuserve Information Service, a 


A Money Saving Offer from 


VERBATUM SYSTEMS INC. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Now you can purchase Verbatim 

Datalife Diskettes at really 

low prices. Use the best disk 
on the market with your 


OSBORNE COMPUTER 


Send your check or money order 
with the order form below and 
get your diskettes by return 
mail. This offer limited to 
members of FOG. Act now 


To:VERBATUM SYSTEMS, INC. 
311 California Street #411 
San Francisco, CA. 94104 


Quantity Price Amount 
bf X Box 37.50 $ 37.50 
/ / 3 Boxes 35.00 105.00 
/ /10 " 33.00 330.00 


Enclosed is my check/M.0O. for 


Box(es) of VERBATIM 
5-1/4 inch 
Diskettes in the amount of 


$ . California resi- 
dents add 6.5% Sales Tax for 
Governor Brown. 


MAIL TO: 


ADVERTISEMENT: 


With Trantor’s mass storage hard disk system 
you can expand the capability of your 
Osborne 1*.computer, giving you the speed, 
convenience and flexibility of more expensive 
computers. It offers you the advantage of a 
centralized file system with all data available 
for immediate access. 


The installation procedure takes less than ten 
minutes and requires no technical expertise. 
Thereafter the system is ready to use and 
requires no preventative maintenance. 


THE TRANTOR 
5 AND 10 MEGABYTE SYSTEMS: 


Connect to the IEEE port. 


Come complete with cable and installation 
diskette. 


Can be configured as either logical drives 
A&B or C&D. 


Utilities included to configure the arrow 
keys per either Wordstart or CP/M# 
formats. 


Disk diagnostics and exerciser provided. 
Can back-up files from the hard disk onto 
one or more floppy diskettes. [t can also 


restore information from multiple floppies 
back onto the hard disk as one file. 


Come with a 120 day limited warranty. 


CONTACT YOUR LOCAL OSBORNE DEALER 
OR 
TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 
(415) 490-3441 
* Osborne 1 Is a registered trademark of Osborne Computer Corporation 


t Wordstar Is a registered trademark of MicroPro 
# CP/M is 0 registered trademark of Digital Research 


brief look at the Osborne, and a regular feature for novices entitled 
“For Starters.” Upcoming features include tutorials on languages and 
CP/M software, purchased or in the public domain. Subscriptions are a 
reasonable $18 a year and TUG will probably be reprinted over and 
over. For you authors and prospective authors out there, TUG will pay 
royalties on these reprints as well as the initial article rate, so there's 
some real incentive to submit well-written, useful tutorials and 
articles. Contact Tony for further information at TUG, Box 3050, 
Stanford, CA 94305. Use the same address for subscriptions, too. 

Other notable features of the magazine will be a running 6-month 
index to all articles; around 64 pages per issue; public domain 
software reviews by Kelly Smith (whom some of you may know as the 
author of much of the public domain software that is available); and 
pocket references to many of the tutorials. Tony mentioned plans for 
tutorials on Supercalc (for taxes and budgets), FMS80, dBASE II, 
FORTRAN80 from Microsoft, FORTH, and MODEM7. Suggestions are 
welcomed and will be incorporated into issues as good ideas arise. 
They want to do as little pre-planning of an issue as possible to make 
the magazine more responsive to what its readers want. Bravo! Good 
luck, Tony and Cheryl; this will fill a real need in the microcomputing 
community. We'll be looking forward to your first issue. 

ER 


REVIEWS 


BITS Uninterruptable Power 
Supply (UPS) 
By Doug Hurst 


First, I'm sure you're all wondering what BITS stands for, No, it's 
not the computer kind. It stands for Burns Industrial Technical Service. 
6456 Danbury, Dallas, TX 75214. 

So what do you get for your $ 260.00? You get a cord with a 
cigarette lighter plug on both ends. That's worth the price right there, 
but there's more. You also get a black box with a step-down 
transformer and rectifier in it, which also has an output cord with 
another cigarette lighter plug on it. Finally, you get the cigarette 
lighter and a pack of Camels. Seriously, you get a battery pack with an 
externally mounted, and vulnerable, power transistor or zener diode 
(I'm not sure which) for voltage regulation, an on-off switch, a fuse 
holder, and of course a cigarette lighter receptacle for charging. The 
battery pack is contained in a very nice genuine simulated cowhide 
goatskin case with carrying handle. You also get absolutely no 
instructions at all. Don't worry too much about this as even | was able 
to figure out how to insert the cigarette lighter plug and turn the ON- 
OFF switch to the ON position. 

What else do vou get? With mine. at least, you get noise. The step- 
down transformer/rectifier made such an awful vibrating noise that I 
had to strip the pop rivets, remove the lid and wedge a piece of hard 
plastic between the side of the case and the transformer. You also get a 
fair amount of heat. In fact, you get a LOT of heat off both the 
transformer box and the power transistor/zener on top of the battery 
pack. This heat is in evidence when the Osborne | is operating but not 
so bad when it's off and the battery is just charging. But then heat is 
what made me buy this getup in the first place. About three weeks 
before getting the BITS UPS my A drive went out and I'm convinced, 
even though OCC may not admit it. that heat was the culprit. Reach 
into your O-1 sometime after it has been on for awhile and touch some 
of the A drives metal frame parts. So | guess for as long as it works, its 
better to have the heat in the UPS than inside the O-1. 

Now a little about performance. The thing works!! That's a good 
start. Is there a voltage meter or a low voltage level indicator though? 
NO, I have only had one occasion where | feel the battery voltage was 
low. [ tried to do a simple A> DIR B: and couldn't. The B drive came on 
but no data showed up on the CRT. | couldn't get the drive to shut off 
or get control of the cursor, so | RESET. CP/M loaded okay but the same 
thing happened again when ! tried for a DIR B:. At this point I 
unplugged the UPS and when to the system power. No problem. Had I 


been editing a file of any type I'm convinced it would been gone. But, 
look on the bright side, now you can pick and choose how you want to 
crash a file, But again, this only happened once and that was almost a 
month ago. It was when the thing was new and possibly the batteries 
were not at full charge vet. 

Oh, | almost forgot, the cord with the cigarette lighter plug at 
both ends. Obviously, this is for you addicts (me too) who would let 
your spouse drive while you play. This cord goes from you car lighter 
receptacle to the battery pack, not direct to the O-1. This means you 
still have the full protection of the UPS. It also charges the battery. 

I guess that's about it. Personal opinion. The thing gives me 
confidence and | like it. I was really paranoid about the heat inside the 
0-1 case, especially after losing that drive. While it is a little hard to be 
ecstatic (because of the lack of a voltage level indicator), | certainly 
would recommend UPS DC power for the O-1. Until OCC makes a move 
this might be your best bet. 


Osborne 1 is a©® of the Osborne Computer Corporation. 

CP/M is a © of Digital Research Corporation 

Camels is a © of the R,J. Reynolds Tobacco Corporation. 
eee 


A Book Review 
by Craig R. Chun 


I recently purchased an assembly language book that | feel is 
worth noting. The book is CP/M ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE, FUNCTIONS 
& APPLICATIONS, by Jon Lindsay. 

CP/M ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE, FUNCTIONS & APPLICATIONS is a 
tutorial (with a reference section) on how to write assembly code 
with the BDOS function numbers. The book is divided into chapters 
that leads the novice into learning how to get the computer to perform 
tasks commonly used in programs. Samples are as follows: 


* Puta single or a string of characters on the video screen. 
* Send a character string to your printer. 

* Input characters from your terminal. 

* Reading and writing sequential data to your disk drive. 


This book is best suited for novices in assembly languages, though, 
it has alot to offer experienced programmers new to the CP/M 
operating system. 

In addition to source code, there are paragraphs that give you 
background information, advice to novice programmers, and plenty of 
wisdom. As the last project in the book, a TIC-TAC-TOE game is 
developed to inspire the programmer's creativity. 

This is an excellent book, I highly recommend this book. 

#.* 


A Typewriter Becomes A Printer 
by Chris Russell 


If you want the flexibility of a typewriter/printer combination for 
your OSBORNE, I suggest using a Silver Reed EX55 (around $1200.00) 
and the Wilker Daisy Typeface (around ( $300.00). The Silver Reed is 
an excellent letter quality printer. The Wilker’s selected the Silver Reed 
over others because it had less down time when used as a printer for 
any length of time. 

The Wilker Daisy Typeface consists of a printed circuit board that 
the user can easily connect inside the Silver Reed and the other end of 
the cable connects to the OSBORNE's RS232 port with a straight 
through pin configuration. 

Along with the hardware connection use the SET-UP procedure 
from CP/M with : 

a)Diablo X-ON, X-OFF 

b)Sclect cither 300 or 1200 baud 


and use the INSTALL procedure from Wordstar with: 

a)Select Teletype like printer with backspace 

b)Select X-on,X-off as communication protocol 

c)Select TTY as device output onto ; 

You can also optimize the Silver Reed by changing Wordstar’s control 
codes to those of the Wilker Daisy Typeface but this author was not 
brave enough as yet and this set up works just fine for me. ; 

[also found the printer quality of the Silver Reed excellent and hook. 
up” procedure very steaightforward. I would fearlessly recommend this 
combination. A demo can be arranged by calling Patrick Keown, 
(415/969-2666)Silver Reed; Jerry Medina, (415/828-6802) Wilker 
Daisy Typeface. 


ADVERTIS 


INTERFACE WITH DESIGN & TYPE 
Now, using our ipetne system we can link to 

your Word/Data Processor. Over the phone. 

its simple. Let the system do the work. 

Giving you state-of-the-art productivity. 

Mi Saves Time Avoids re-keyboarding, 
re-proofreading and re-editing. 

Mi Reduces Errors Especially in complex 
and technical jobs. 


i Lowers Costs Save re and printing 
costs by reducing bulk. And lower your 
type bill, too. 


For those of you without word processing capabilities 
we still set type the traditional way. Call us for quality 
text and display typography, design, camera-ready 
artwork, and stats at a fraction 
of what the big ad 
shops charge. 


for more 
information please cail 


410 TOWNSEND STREET, SUITE 408 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107 + 415/495-6280 


Small C on the Osborne 1 
by George K Weir Jr 


I recently copied the F O G diskettes containing the C program- 
ming language, FOG-29, FOG-30, and FOG-31, from the library. This is 
Ron Cain's version of small-c from Dr. Dobb's Journal of Computer 
Calisthenics & Orthodontia (issue number 45), Not having access to 
this issue of Dr. Dobb's Journal I was at first some what bewildered by 
the number of files and lack of documentation. The file “READ.ME” and 
the assembly files provided describe this version of the language but 
not how or what is necessary to use the compiler. After much 
frustration and several hours I had the compiler and all the necessary 
files on a single diskette. What follows is a brief description on how to 
install Con your O1. 

You will need the copies of the three diskettes from the FOG 
Library containing the C files, your system utility diskette, and a blank 
diskette for the C compiler and associated files. Place your system 
utility diskette in drive A and the blank diskette in drive B. Use the 
COPY utility to format the blank diskette and SYSGEN to place a copy 
of your operating system on what will be your C compiler diskette. PIP 
a copy of XSUB.COM from your utility diskette to the compiler 
diskette. While still in PIP remove the diskette in drive A and replace it 
with the copy of FOG-30. PIP the files Cl.COM, CC.SUB, RUN- 
TIME.COM and STDLIB.TXT from the FOG diskette to your compiler 
diskette.;Remove the diskette in drive A and replace it with your copy 
of FOG-31. Now PIP the files ASSEMBLER.COM and LINK.COM from 
the FOG diskette to your compiler diskette. 

There is a third file on FOG-31 you will need, it is a SUBMIT utility 
which allows nesting of submit files, and is necessary when using 
CC.SUB to invoke the compiler. This utility is written in C and the C 
ADVERTISEMENT 


KIDMATH 1.0 


KIDMATH 1.0 is the' perfect 
remediation tool and means to 
introduce your elementary school 


aged child to the Osborne 1*. Drill 


in 4 areas with up to 4 levels of 
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source code is provided as the file SUBMIT.C so we will have to 
compile, assemble and link it before we can use it. To proceed put 
your compiler diskette in drive A and your copy of the FOG-31 diskette 
in drive B. Do a warm boot and REName RUNTIME.COM to 
RUNTIME.TXT. Run the compiler command file by typing “C1<CR>". 
Answer “Y<CR>” to the prompt “do you wish c-text to appear)—”. 
Your “output file name?—” is B:SUBMIT.ASM, and the “input file 
name?—" is B:SUBMIT.C . Respond to the second “Input file name?—” 
prompt with a “carriage return”. Shortly the system prompt A> will 
appear. At this point you have used the C compiler to produce a file 
from the C code which can be used by the assembler. 

Our next step is to run the assembler and produce still another file 
which can be used by the linker program to produce a command file. 
Type “ASSEMBLE BSUBMIT.ASM<CR>”, this should result in a lot of 
disk activity and a rather long listing of the assembly code to the 
console. At the end of the listing a table of symbol names should take 
up most of the display followed by the assembler message “no error in 
source”. 

The final step in producing a command file from the C code is to 
run the linker. Type “LINK B:SUBMIT.TXT STDLIB RUNTIME<CR>". 
This should produce several messages about passes starting, a listing of 
the control sections loaded, and a message about how long the code 
was and where it was loaded. At this point a directory listing of the 
diskette in drive B should show four files named SUBMIT with extends 
.C, .TXT, .ASM, and .COM. Now PIP a copy of SUBMIT.COM to your 
compiler diskette. 

Installation of the C compiler is now complete and a backup copy 
of your compiler diskette should be made. If you wish to add any 
utility programs to your compiler diskette be sure that 2K of space 
remains on the diskette for the $$8.SUB file which is created when the 
compiler is invoked using the SUBMIT utility. 

To invoke the compiler using the SUBMIT utility place your C 
compiler diskette in drive A and the diskette containing the C code in 
drive B. Then type “SUBMIT CC B-filename, do not specify the extend. 
The file CC.SUB contains the script to run the compiler, assemble the 
resulting code and link it. To see the utility of this ERAse the COM, 
ASM, and TXT SUBMIT files on drive B. Now type “SUBMIT CC 
B:SUBMIT<CR>. 

At this point you should look at the file READ.ME on FOG-29 
which describes this version of the C language. You may also want to 
look at the STDLIB.ASM file to see which library functions are 
supported, 


eee 


PEEKING AT PEARL 
by Jim McCue 


Perhaps you've noticed in the brochures listing Osborne approved 
software a program called PERSONAL PEARL. I did and was fascinated 
by its promise to help me, the non-programmer, develop my own vast 
body of applications software by means of “PEARL’s powerful Program 
Generator.” 

Non-programmer, by the way, may be an understatement. I have 
had my Osborne since mid-June, have used it primarily with WORD- 
STAR, a little SUPERCALC, and the tiniest smidgen of MBASIC, and had 
“basically” never touched a computer before. My original interest in 
owning a computer came through the fact that | do a fair amount of 
writing and a lot of photographing. | thought I could do more writing 
with less effort with something like WORDSTAR to help me. And I was 
definitely cight, WORDSTAR is excellent. 

Photographs, as even the most casual snapshooter knows have a 
way of getting out of hand. The 36 or 20 or only 12 shots on every roll 
have a way of multiplying so rapidly that keeping track of them quickly 
becomes impossible. Most of us content ourselves with throwing them 
in one big box and browsing through them at random whenever 
nostalgia strikes. This is fine as long as it isn’t essential to find the 
pictures of Junior’s first birthday party. But the possibility of selling the 
pictures of that precious occasion, might make it worth going to great 
lengths to keep track of those masterpieces. 
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AVAILABLE NOW FOR YOUR 


OSBORNE | 


For only $289, get integrated general ledger, accounts receivable, accounts pay- 
able, and payroll ready to run on your single or double density Osborne |. 


We have been delivering this full feature accounting software to Osborne | custom- 
ers for over a year. There are already over 100 Osborne | users. Conversion to double 
density, when available, will be very simple. 


General Ledger-detailed reports for company 
and departments comparative financial state- 
ments(month, YTD, previous year). 

Accounts Receivable - instant customer 
account information (current and aged) with 
complete invoicing including open item and 


Accounts Payable - current and aged pay- 
ables, complete vendor/voucher history, check 
writing, cash flow management reports. 


Payroll - all types of employees. Multiple state- 
ments, user modifiable tax tables, W-2 and 941 
printing (month, quarter and YTD totals). 


statement capabilities. 
SINGLE DENSITY SYSTEM CAPACITIES 
(double density has twice the capacity) 
General Ledger 600+ accounts + transactions* 
Accounts Payable 600+ vendors + transactions 
Accounts Receivable 600+ customers + transactions 
Payroll 200 employees 


“a typical small business has about 100 accounts, leaving room for 500 transactions per month. 


Included with your system is a subscription to TCS Debits and Credits, a quarterly 
newsletter just for you. TCS Debits and Credits contains bug reports and corrections, 
enhancements to make the system more powerful or easier to use, information on 
compatible products, and helpful hints. Also included is Read Me First, written just for 
Osborne | users. No other TCS dealer can offer these two publications, 


Includes source code, sample data, and user manuals (540 pages). 


Requires MBASIC, 132 column printer (MX-80 with compressed mode OK). CA residents add 612% tax. Individual 
modules available for $109 each. 


Also available with the Trantor Hard Disk for even greater capacity. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE SYSTEMS 


1280-C NEWELL AVE., SUITE 147 *» WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 
eres (445) 625-1592 


MICROCOMPUTER SOFTWARE AND SYSTEMS 


The much-touted speed of computers is tailor-made for accessing 
that unique image from among the hundred thousand. That's what they 
tell me, anyway. Then, once you've found that masterpiece, you have to 
send it to someone who might need it and you have to keep track of it 
and the invoicing process and who has bought it so you don't sell it 
again to his direct competition and so on. As you can sec the process 
can get pretty complicated with a lot of details of the sort that 
Osborne and his type were invented to keep straight. My plan is to find 
out if this is the case, 

So it scems that the next major acquisition in the software 
department, after learning to muddle through WORDSTAR, is what the 
experts call a Data Base Manager, which is one of the things that Pearl 
claims to be. 

Managing data is such a major utilization for computers that 
practically every software company has at least one in its catalog. 
Osborne in fact has, if | understand the situation correctly, two in 
different price categories. In the model-T category is the combination 
of DATA STAR and SUPERSORT and in the Cadillac category is dBASE II. 
Then along came PEARL. Or perhaps we should say, along came the 
advertising for PEARL. But that's another story. 

The first problem is a general one that could use an industry-wide 
solution: How do you find whether a particular piece of software is 
exactly what you need? Getting a good demonstration is sometimes 
very difficult. If you've tried it at all you know what I mean. You 
practically have to buy the product to get to find out anything about it. 
It’s really a chicken and egg sort of situation. Sometimes you can read a 
review about it, but if it’s a new product there’s just no way. Even 
sitting in the dealer’s showroom reading the manual is hardly the same 
as sitting down and trying to work out your own particular problem in 
your own particular way with the program. It’s unrealistic to ask the 
sales person to know all about every piece of software in thcir store 
and even less realistic to expect them to know how to solve your 
problems with it. 

The second problem is specific to me, viz., that old inexperience 
again. I don’t know $__ from Shinola when it comes to Data Bases and 
how am I going to find out about them without one to work with? 
More poultry problems. 

And finally, the third problem: I was trying to read up about data 
bases, and get demos and all that sort of thing (no pun intended ) when 
| first heard of PERSONAL PEARL. But the only info on it was a very 
skimpy one paragraph description in the Osborne brochures and later 
an ad in THE PORTABLE COMPANION but nobody could tel! me 
anything about it. No dealers even had a copy of this as far as I could 
tell. Have you guessed the problem yet? Right! PERSONAL PEARL was 
visiting relatives in DOUBLE DENSITY LAND. However,that’s not a 
poultry problem, but a paltry problem especially for someone 
resourceful like me. 

The ad was the key that unlocked the mystery. I called directly to 
the company, Relational Systems Incorporated, to ask if | could get a 
copy directly from them. The answer was that I could if | would be an 
evaluator for them. So here I am peeking and poking around with 
PEARL, 

When PEARL arrived in the mail a few days later, I was definitely 
impressed. PEARL was well-dressed and looked quite professional. And 
she came with 7 disks! 7 Disks? Yes, 7 disks, but more of that later. 

During that first night playing with PEARL all I was able to do was 
delve into her manual. The first impression persisted: the manual was 
well done in the style of the Osborne manual itself, the first section 
being a basic and advanced tutorial and the second section being 2 
detailed reference section. In fact, PEARL’s manual is what Osborne's 
tries to be and will be (1 have faith) after a few more revisions. It has 
an excellent Index in each section, hardly any typos, and an all- round 
clean look about it. 

In fact, if anything, the manual is almost too detailed. It takes you 
step by step, screen by screen through the program. This could be too 
methodical for some advanced computer users and other folks who are 
really impatient (and there are a goad many of us out here), But for 
the beginner, if he will be patient, this manual will do a very good job 
of getting him well versed in PEARL’s pathways. 

Next evening, when [ was finally able to get my hands on PEARL, 
the first task was to set up and back up that vast collection of disks (7. 


remember). During this process an interesting thing happened: 7 disks 
became 8. The SORT program is PIPed onto a separate disk from the 
SETUP disk. 


While you are copying these program disks, you get to personalize 
PEARL with your name or whatever message you like, so that cvery 
time you boot up the whole world can see that PEARL belongs to you 
and you alone. 


It was here that J can into my only significant information error. 
Interestingly enough, Osborne seems to be the source. The Osborne 
COPY Utility no longer asks if you want to copy system tracks only, 
data tracks only or all of the disk. Instead you use the SYSGEN Utility. 
This was not a big problem for me, because it had already been a big 
problem for me when I was first learning to use CP/M on Osborne. 


It was the third night, before I could really get intimate with Pearl. 
I created a form with her and used it. | had read the tutorial and now | 
followed it modifying the example telephone and address list slightly 
to suit my personal needs. 


First [ inserted disk@l in drive A and typed PEARLDF to begin 
Designing my Form. Up came a Selection menu that told me to give 
PEARL a program name. Then came a Service menu. I chose the Define 
Forms service. After that I had to layout the form, name the data areas, 
determine my index for finding records, indicate if 1 needed informa- 
tion from some other forms, or not, and finally I had to do something 
called Install the form. 


Installing the form required the use of a special disk (3) with that 
name. My goodness, it made those little drives light up and hum and 
gcind away for a good 30 seconds. It’s a good time to get up for a snack 
or at least to stretch. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


GER SCREEN on your Osborne 1 
for only $9.85? 


You bet. SCREEN MAG by Everett Associates gives you an 
effective screen size of 6 x 4% in. (up to 2% x 
magnification). No holes to drill. 


The SCREEN MAG is a fresnel lens screen magnifier that 
can be installed or removed in a few seconds. It stores in 
the diskette compartment in its own felt pouch, leaving 
plenty of room for diskettes. 


Order now! $9.85 postpaid or two for $17.95. Send your 
money order or cashier's check (personal check OK but it 
slows up the whole process), Or Mastercard or Visa. May be 
returned for cheerful full refund in 10 days. California 
residents add 6% sales tax. 


Everett Associates ® 429 Olive St., Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
(707) 545-6644. Outside California call TOLL-FREE 
(800) 358-8292. 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


Then it was time to go through a similar process to design the way 
you want this information reported. This time I inserted disk /2 and 
typed PEARLDR. In the layout process I had to choose whether to use 
my input form or some previous report for a model or if | wanted to 
design the report from scratch. Finally, after defining data output areas, 
indicating sort priorities and information from other forms, it was time 
to switch back again to disk 3 to Install the report. : 

At this point, after more humming and grinding, Pearl lets you 
know if you are fulfilling her needs. If not she lets you know where you 
have made your error and sends you off to correct it, with, of course, 
the corresponding disk changes. 

Assuming you've either made no errors or that you've corrected 
them, it’s time to insert disk 4 and type PEARLED to Enter Data. 

And finally it’s time to insert disk/5 and type PEARLPR to Produce 
a Report either on the console or on paper. 

Here's where the SORT disk comes in. Whenever you design a new 
report or reset the selection parameters you must perform a SORT. 
Then, periodically, you run the FILE MAINTENANCE disk to keep the 
files space to a minimum. You know how important that is with Single 
Density. FILE MAINTENANCE involves other tasks as well. 

When you have taken care of this business, you construct a 
PRODUCTION DISK from the DEVELOPMENT DISK you have been 
using so far. | imagine that this eliminates quite a bit of this disk 
swapping, if for no other reason than that you are done with form and 
report designing (until you realize that your form is not perfect and 
that it needs major revisions). ‘ 

Now it could just be that I have the Disk-Changing Blues about 
nothing. It seems that since | have become acquainted with Osborne 
even though I can do many things faster with his help, it still takes too 
Jong. | find myself becoming particularly irritated at such little things 
as the happy humming of those disk drives that make me sit and wait at 
the keyboard with “nothing to do.” Rationally, 1 know that I can do 
things now with the computer's help that J never would have even 
tried to do before because of the time they would have taken but still 1 
am impatient. 
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In any case I think that this plethora of disks is probably quite a 
minor criticism although J haven't much experience in this type of 
affair of the heart. PEARL is capable of doing a good job with a lot of 
work that need to be done, and she’s very friendly as well as helpful 
about it. I believe she might make an excellent companion (portable 
despite her gaggle of disks) for someone who never wanted to speak 
anything but English to his computer and still wanted to do some 
fancy data processing. She seems also to be fairly inexpensive as this 
type of software goes. 

In fact, she has a number of fine qualities and ! like her quite well. 
But I’m afraid that she's not quite the girl of my dreams. 

PEARL can also make SUPERCALC files. Neat! But she can only 
transfer her figures and not her textual information which has to be 
ceentered on the worksheet later. That seems strange to me and | 
would like to know the reason why. Perhaps Sorcim’s new Super Data 
Interchange program can transfer all of PEARL's info to the SUPER- 
CALC format. 

During the course of our acquaintance, | found that I have at Icast 
one essential requirement that PEARL just can’t meet. | file my 
photographs by a number of categories, such as a general subject for 
each roll, a specific number for each image, a place, a date and a 
specific description of the subject. PEARL can find my images by 
anything but this last category. Her problem is that she only sorts by 
the first word in any five of these input areas, so if | have a picture of a 
group of seven people and I'm looking for the third person from the 
left I'm out of luck because PEARL can only find the first name of the 
first person on the left. 

Actually, PEARL is not completely without resources in this 
situation, but I'm afraid her solution is unacceptable to me because of 
the specter that constantly haunts Osborne, tight disk space. PEARL is 
able to make a WORDSTAR file of her data and then access any string 
by the Control QF command. But that requires doubling the length of 
the files on your already cramped disk or PIPing to a second disk. 

So I think I'll play the field for a while longer until I find a data 
base manager that searches by key words. 

x EX 


THE OSBORNE’S BIGGEST PROBLEM 
JUST GOT BIGGER! 


As an Osborne owner, when did you last hear: 
“How can you stand that screen, it’s tiny?” 


Well your tiny screen just got bigger. About 50% bigger, actually. COMSOL, the computer solutions company, 
has just introduced a Screen Enlarger for your Osborne Personal Computer. 

Like the Osborne Personal Computer, we’ve made the Screen Enlarger portable. In seconds, the Screen 
Enlarger detaches and slips into the slot provided for your extra floppies. 

Also, like the Osborne Personal Computer, the Screen Enlarger is a high quality product at a reasonable price. 
Just $19.95, complete. 


COMSOL 
P.O. Box 206, Pt. Richmond, Calif. 94807 


Yes ...A Screen Enlarger is just what | need. 
| am enclosing $19.95 for mine. 


Name 


Street 


; 
é 


Gy State 
Calif. Residents add $1.30 Sales Tax 


SYSTEM NOTES 


The Proper Use of RCPMs 
from Byron McKay 


These are the rules and etiquette for using RCPM systems. Please 
read this file carefully to get the most from your long distance charges, 
and to respect the privacy of the SYSOPS who are giving generously of 
their time and effort to provide this service. 


1, The systems listed here only carry programs that will run under 
the CP/M operating system, most of them public domain software 
distributed by CPMUG or SIG/M, the two main CP/M users’ groups. 
Some of the programs involved (especially those in BASIC, PASCAL and 
C but also a few in Z-80 or 8080 assembly language) can be converted 
to run on other machines quite easily. Systems dedicated to download- 
ing programs for the PET, APPLE, TRS-80 and NORTHSTAR do exist, 
however. Ask experienced users in your area, or check through “other 
systems" listings on local CBBS’s, ABBS’s, FORUM-80’s, etc. Such 
systems are often listed in filés named OTHERSYS.xxx. 


2. XMODEM is a modification of Ward Christensen’s original 
MODEM program designed to allow the transfer of files between the 
exchange system and yours. The exchange system needs the program, 
not you; you will probably be using one of the many versions of 
MODEM itself: e.g. MODEM2, MODEM221, MODEM 926, MODEM/, 
MODEM75, TRSMODEM, APMODEM, CMODEM, MBOOT3, etc. BSTAM 
and most of the other commercial terminal programs will not work 
properly with XMODEM’s S or R file transfer modes which use the 
Christensen protocol. BSTAM is also available on many remote systems, 
to allow multiple file transfers, but it is a licensed program (i.e. NOT 
public domain), so it is only available to you if you buy it. 

Certain programs, such as PLINK and some versions of MODEM, 
can allow files to be “captured” without the benefits of handshaking or 
error checking. However, if you use such methods, you should bear in 
mind the following: 

1. Errors occurring during the transfer will go undetected unless 
you catch them (no handshaking/error checking) by visual means, or 
by transmitting 2 or more copies of the same file. You can then run 
COMPARE or DF against them until you get a pair that “agree”. 

2. You may not transfer COM files. You may, however, use 
UNLOAD to create .HEX files from .COM files, and the .HEX files can be 
sent as in #1., above. The receiving end can then run Digital Research’s 
LOAD to recreate the .COM file from the .HEX file received. 

3. You may not be able to transmit some files if they contain 
certain values, such as hex 1A, which indicates end of file. 


3. Non-XMODEM program transfer systems are starting to appear: 
e.g., LICC's BBS on Long Island [at (516) 561-6590; 110-600-+ baud; 24 
hrs; no callback] has a few downloadable ASCII files but at present 
these must be captured like CBBS messages and then saved to disk 
without any error- checking protocol. John Wood, the sysop of Santa 
Clara CBBS [at (408) 241-1956; 110-600+ baud; 24 hrs, no callback] 
has announced plans to implement late-night exchanges; whether 
these will use XMODEM is not yet clear. Chuck Forsberg's YAM (Yet 
Another Modem) program is written in BDS-C, and the source is 
available on several systems in RCPMLIST. 


4. Some XMODEM systems also operate as real CBBS's, including 
those operated by Dick Mead and Steve Vinokouroff. Others, like Keith 
Petersen’s & CCCC’s use a skeletal subprogram for handling messages 
called “MINICBBS”, Their emphasis is on exchanging software, not 
bulletin board type information. Most RBBS systems focus on software, 
but there are variations. 

Note that you cannot transfer a .COM file to any of these systems; 
the xmodem program will not allow it. Some systems will automati- 
cally rename any incoming .COM files to .OBJ. In addition, some 


systems will not let you take .COM files from them, Most systems will 
also prevent you from taking any files which the SYSOP does not want 
to distribute. Many systems contain .OBJ files; these are really COM 
files which you are allowed to download. By calling them .OBJ, the 
SYSOP can prevent them from being run on his system, but still make 
them available to you via the XMODEM program. 


5. “CBBS”, “MINICBBS”, “RBBS” (and a variant, “MINIRBBS”) are 
the user-logging/message-taking programs used by almost all of the 
systems on RCPMLIST. You will need one of them if you are interested 
in starting your own RCPM/XMODEM system. CBBS & MINICBBS are 
assembly- language programs and cost $50. RBBS & related programs 
are in MBASIC and free but not quite as good as CBBS, and, of course, 
you'll need the MicroSoft BASIC compiler to use them ($250). Ask the 
sysop of this system for details, or read RBBS-USE.DOC, RB- 
BSNSTL.DOC, or CBBSFORM.DOC. 


6. A few CBBS's and RBBS’s have software exchange functions that 
require the use of a password. Some such systems are included in 
RCPMLIST. If you wish to be given a password, you can usually leave a 
message to the SYSOP (System Operator) on the Bulletin Board of that 
system. 


7. Presently, (05/82), many of these systems are running with hard 
disks. Several are running MP/M. You should become familiar with the 
USER command to move around on these large capacity disks 
effectively. You should also become familiar with the SQ and USQ 
programs. These compress files to 50-85% of their original size. Many 
such “squeezed” files will be seen on these RCPM systems because 
squeezing files allows more files to be placed online, and they transfer 
faster. See the file named SQ-BRIEEDOC, or SQUEEZER.DOC. Squeezed 
files are identified by the letter Q in the 2nd position of the filetype; for 
example, MODEM7.DQC must be run through USQ to produce the 
readable MODEM7.DOC file. Be sure you download USQ-15.0B) and 
rename it at your end to USQ.COM so that you can “unsqueeze” the 
files you get. 


8. All of the RCPM'’s will accept 300 baud. Many will accept 450 
or 600 baud if you can push your “300” baud modem that fast. You can 
change baud rates during a session by running NEWBAUD on the host 
system, resetting your rate, and then re-entering terminal mode and 
Pressing a few ceturns until the host senses what your new baud rate is. 
Weekends or holidays seem to give better luck with pushing to higher 
speeds, but the quality of your modem is the biggest factor. Several 
systems now accept 1200 baud also. 


9. You should set your modem into ORIGINATE mode, and run it 
at FULL DUPLEX while accessing these and most host systems. The 
normal characteristics are: 8 bits, no parity, 1 stop bit, 300 baud for 
initial log-in. 


10. Some “300 baud” modems capable of greater than 300 baud: 
The Racal-Vadic 3451s (and the manual MODEMPHONES) have 600 
baud capabilities (at ordinary 103 modem frequencies). The PMM] 
(Potomac Micro Magic Inc.) modem widely used on the $100 RCPM’s 
is often run at 600 and even 710 baud. Two other brands of modem will 
fun at 600: the IDS on-board S- 100 modem and Novation’s newly 
announced RV 3451-look- a-like “triple modem”. Neither are yet used 
by an RCPM system. The other systems on RCPMLIST all run either 
D.C-Hayes or assorted brands of external modem. They usually do not 
send or receive faster than 300 baud. 


IL. Do not despise things that are free. It is a curious fact in the 
computer world that value bears almost no relation to price, Some of 
the best programs for personal computers are in the public domain. 
They often work better and are better supported than software costing 
hundreds of dollars. And, in terms of documentation, commercial 
Programs do not even come close. 


12. And please, most of these systems operate from private home 
telephones... be courteous and call only during the posted operating 
hours. Note that system operating times are posted in LOCAL time, not 
necessarily in your time zone. Be sure to translate these times to your 
own before trying to call a remote system. 

NOTE: If the system says a “call back” is needed, you must call 
the number, let the phone ring EXACTLY once only, hang up and 
redial, On your second call, the modem will answer on the first to 
third ring. If you get no answer after 3 rings, hang up and try again 
later. 

The purpose of all this is that the “call back” systems are using 
telephones that are also used for personal voice matters. Be sure to 
respect the generosity and the request of the SYSOPS. 


13. Many systems have time limits (usually 1 hour in prime time). 

You can make more effective use of your time by downloading the 
directory menus,...usually called DISKMENU.DOC. You can then hang 
up, print it off, mark the files you want, and then call back. Another 
effective way to use these systems is to run WHATSNEW on each disk 
as you log into it; this will list files newly added and deleted since a 
specified date. A separate copy of WHATSNEW is kept on EACH of the 
system's drives, so you'll have to execute WHATSNEW on each drive in 
order to see all of the new files. This can be easily done by just 
prefixing the drive name to the command. For example, to see what's 
new on a 3 drive system, type: 

A:WHATSNEW 

B.WHATSNEW 

CWHATSNEW 


14. It would be a good idea to practice file transferring with 
someone in the local calling area of yours before going to a distant 
RCPM. If you do not have a local RCPM, practice with another CP/M 
user. 


15. Be sure to look at the .DOC file or the first part of the .ASM file 
to learn the purpose or restrictions of a program before you bother to 
download it. If the filetype is AQM or DQC indicating the file is 
“squeezed”, use TYPESQ to view it. 


16. Be sure to type BYE before you log off to reset the system for 
the next caller. If you are hopelessly hung up in a loop, then just hang 
up and call back in thirty seconds or so; the systems will automatically 
reset after they sense that the remote caller has hung up the phone. 


17, If you discover a problem with the host system, report it by 
leaving a message on that bulletin board, or by contacting the SYSOP. 
He may never know if someone does not tell him. This is an easy way 
to repay for the use of that system, and it will be appreciated by the 
SYSOP. 


18. Do NOT use these systems for commercial messages, ethnic 
jokes, political commentary, heavy-breathing messages, and the like. 
Users are of all ages and persuasions, and restraint (or maturity ) will 
be appreciated by all. If you know of anyone abusing a system, please 
discourage it, or report it to the SYSOP. This sort of abuse has resulted 
in the loss of several good RCPM systems, wider use of passworded 
systems, and other restrictive curtailments. 


19. Most remote systems have far more files than are online at any 
one time. Most will accept requests on their bulletin boards to leave 
certain files online for you for a specified interval of time, and on a 
certain disk and user/ If you don’t see it, look for a DOC file 
indicating that the SYSOP offers such help. 


20. Speaking of help, be sure to enter HELP at the A> prompt to 
learn more about CP/M and what the host system offers. 
es 


% 


* 
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Autostarting One More Time 
By Doug Hurst 
a 


Just one more short article about this and I promise T'll go onto 
something different. This is going to deal with modifying the graphic 
display in any of the AUTOST.COM files which accompany the software 
supplied with your Osborne I. I'm going to assume you know how to 
use the DDT utility of CP/M. If you do not, you can learn as much 
about it as 1 know from your O-1 Owner's Manual and Osborne CP/M 
User Guide, By Thom Hogan. In the latter there is an extremely well 
written section (pages 124-140) on this subject. 

The hex codes for the graphics characters of the various 
AUTOST.COM programs supplied on each system diskette start at 
different locations. So, I have picked the one which introduces the CP/ 
M System diskette, Each line is 128 characters in length even though 
only 52 will be used for any given line. The remaining 76 are filled 
with spaces. Here are the pertinent addresses for each line. 


LINE# START cOL S52 COL 128 
ADDR ADDR ADDR 
1. 0320 Q353 O39F 
2e O3A0 Q3D3 O41F 
3. 0420 04535 O49F 
4. Q4A0 04D3 OS1F 
5. 0520 0553 OS9F 
&. O5A0 O5D3 OG1F 
Bs 0620 0653 Q69F 
8. O6RO O06D3 O71F 
9. 0720 0753 O79F 
10. O7AO O7D3 O81F 
11. 0820 o853 OB9F 
12. O8A0 osDs O91F 
13. 0920 0953 O99F 
14. O9AO 09D3 OALF 


Here are the hex codes for the available graphics characters: 

410) 42—f 3 4 od 4o Ry 
47 i |48 [_gi4? EZ 4B (4*c (> 
4E [@) 4° Mg 50 bel 51 by] 52[]F sR s4[4| 
55 [8 se §s7 Bijse Miso (ag SAP] se BE 
sch sp [5c [4] sr fii oo Hi] 


61 Blank Character (Space) 


What’s the best way to make the changes? You may well find a 
better way, but here's what I did. | took an 80 column computer 
coding sheet, using the first 14 lines and 52 columns as a grid. This 
paper is better than regular graph paper because the lines and columns 
are already numbered properly. Within the 14X52 dimensions draw the 
shape of the graphic you want displayed, After finishing the drawing go 
through the graphics characters and find which ones fit best (like a 
jigsaw puzzle ). Write the hex numbers of the characters you picked in 
the corresponding line and column block numbers on your grid. 

After you have done this the rest is easy. First, insert your CP/M 
Utility disk in Drive A and your CP/M System Disk in Drive B. At the 
“A>” prompt type the following: 


DDT B:AUTOST.COM <cr> 


ADVERTISEMENT 


A. BE NUMERO UNO! 


YY \ 
ee . \ 
—_—_ee 
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..-WITH THIS CLASSY AND APPROVED ALL-COTTON OSBORNE 1 
STATE-OF-THE-ART T-SHIRT. ! ENJOY ITS SUPERLATIVE FIT. 
YOU MAY CHOOSE FROM THREE COLORS; OSBORNE BEIGE, OSBORNE 
BLUE OR MELLOW YELLOW. MEN'S SIZES: S,M,L,XL. PRICE: 
$8.00 PPD. USA; 2/$15.00 PPD. USA. CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. 


AT LAST ! 
SOFTWARE YOU CAN WEAR ! 


ws ic UJCIC SCREENPRINTING 
VLJA 235 Randall Street 
315f@ San Francisco, Ca.94131 


For full-service screenprinting (415) 552-4760 
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Using the “F” function of DDT, type F0320,0A1EGI. This will fill 
the entire working area (14X128) with spaces. Next, using the “S” 
function, type $320 <cr>. You should see something like this: 


-$320 
0320 61 — 


This puts you at line 1, column 1 of your grid and you are ready to 
begin entering the hex codes for the graphics characters. Go right 
down linc 1 and enter the code for each block. When you get to 
column 52, enter your last hex code, a <cr>, a “ and another <cr>. 
‘Type $3A0 and you will see the following: 


-$3A0 
03A0 61 — 


You are now at the start of line 2. Simply carry on this procedure 
for cach line through 14. When you have finished the last line type a“ 
and a <cr> to get your “—” prompt, then type “C and you will see the 
following: 


09D3 6161 (Note: 09D3 is Line 14, Column 52) 
09D4 61. 

-"C 

A> 


Now type the following: 
A> SAVE 10 B:AUTOST.COM 


That's it. Perform another warm boot when you get a fresh “A>” 
prompt by typing “C (Don't ask me why, but it will not boot up if you 
try to type “A> AUTOST" without doing this one extra warm boot), 
and you'll be ready to try it. Don't be surprised if you goofed and you 
have a few misplaced characters. It’s hard to concentrate through the 
whole process. If you do have a problem just go back in with DDT and 
correct any lines that are in error. That's it, enjoy. 

*e 


LETTERS 


An Answer — Some Questions 

Lalso have had the problem with cursor addressing using PRINT 
CHRS$(27)+"="+ CHRS(Y + 32)+CHRS(X + 32); both in CBASIC and 
in MBASIC as reported by Mr. Albom in the June issue of FOGHORN. 
My solution was to count the number of times that I used it and jump 
to a PRINT CHR $(30); before the 18th time. It seemed to work but it is 
not very elegant. If this is not done the system seems to produce a 
carriage return and line feed every so often. 

I have a problem with my machine that occurs occasionally, 
actually it happened for the fourth time on the original attempt at this 
letter, Sometimes when saving a file from Wordstar, | get a Bdos Err On 
B: Bad Sector error and once it occurs I can't seem to get rid of it. Even 
if I cold load the system I can’t read any disks on my drive B:, without 
getting the same error. The problem is cleared by rebooting and then 
formatting an empty disk on drive B:, once this is done all of the old 
disks work as before. Perhaps one of your members can give me an 
explanation. I have had the disk diagnostics run at my dealer and no 
problem was found. 

My next problem is in obtaining a program so that I can download 

-my ASCII files that are on the HP3000 II at the Collage where | teach. 
I wonder if the MODEM7 program from the users library can be used 
hard wired using pins 2,3, and 7 of the RS 232. I have been thinking 
about writing my own program in assembler, but | have never 
programmed in assembler. I don’t think it can be done in BASIC due to 
the bank switching required, am I correct on this? 

I would like to obtain copies of the library disks but with 38+ 
disks and our 75 cent dollar it would cost me close to $300 to get the 
complete set even at your low rates. Is there an abstract printed so that 
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members could order just the volumes that are of interest to them? Or 
is there a copy of the library that I can access in southern Ontario 
Canada? 
John Scott 
Ontario, Canada 
(How about it foggies, can anyone help John with that drive problem? I 
have directed your other questions to our elves for help. David) 


A quick answer to the question about the library. Both of the 
British Columbia groups (OSBUG at 604-536-0266 or Burnaby FOG at 
604-596-6631) have copies of the Archive Set (see Library) and will be 


getting the new set. —Gale 
kee 


An SOP For Documentation 


The following is a proposed guideline for the submission of 
articles to the FOGHORN, It may or may not be my place to comment 
because I certainly do not have the knowledge of, say... a Byron McKay 
or aJim Woolley. But, here goes anyway. 

1 just received my copy of the FOG library and was going over all 
the back issues of the FOGHORN. The articles certainly contained a 
good deal of information but all too often I found myself saying how 
did this contributor get to his/her starting point. Or, this contributor is 
certainly assuming a lot. In some cases there was just a plain omission 
of required information. 

[am not saying every article should lead the most novice novice 
step by step through advanced programming. There are certainly a lot 
of members who are advanced enough where certain assumptions can 
be made. Articles which start from too basic a point would bore them 
to the point that they may disassociate themselves from those who 
have not yet acquired their expertise. A gap here would be bad for the 
whole FOG. 

At any rate, my proposal is a fairly simple two-step approach as 
follows: 


1. Any contribution which is going to assume a certain amount of 
prerequisite knowledge should contain a bibliography that will lead 
those less knowledgeable to the starting point. An example would be 
an article dealing with DDT which goes beyond the scope of the 
Osborne User's Manual. If knowledge for the article was gained from 
The Osborne CP/M User’s Guide, By Thom Hogan, then this, along 
with the appropriate chapters, should accompany the article. 

2. Any other submission should assume only the most basic 
knowledge on the part of the reader and lead them through step by 
step. 


Some writers already take this approach and their articles are 
invariably better and more useful. 
I feel this is certainly in line with the whole Osborne approach. As 
a general rule, everything from the Osborne/Mcgraw Hill books to the 
Osborne 1 User’s Manual are extremely well documented. As a group 
we can take a lesson from the maker of the Computer we advocate. I'll 
do my best to comply if you will. 
Doug Hurst 
29 Palms, CA 
ee ¥ 


Notes From Down Under 


Osborne-1 computers are selling like hot cakes in Australia! The 
local agents are sometimes finding it difficult to keep up with the 
demand, so it looks as if Adam is on to a winner here. 

Although the Melbourne agents for Osborne are said to have 
started a Users Group, the last time I was in Melbourne the manager 
told me that they had decided not to involve themselves too deeply 
with Users Group activities. | guess this is because the Australian 
agents at present are Office Equipment specialists, and do not 
specifically cater for the Hobby and enthusiast market. But having said 
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that, I must admit that they have been very good in answering my 
queries and getting my system off the ground. 

By the time you read this I hope I'll have the complete Library up 
to date, and will be willing to copy it for Southern Australian members 
of Fog. My contact address is 26, Brisbane Street, Launceston, Tas. 
7250. Telephone 003-31-3744 during business hours. My thanks to 
Gale Rhoades for making it possible for me to receive the Library. 

I'd be interested in hearing from anyone who would like to help in 
forming a Southern States Osbourne Group. Guess it will have to be 
done by mail at first, and { would hope that someone in Melbourne 
would be willing to act as co-ordinator, since it is clearly more suitable 
to have the chief officers in a city of four million population rather 
than in a small State like Tasmania with a total population of only 
400,000. So let's be hearing from you, you Aussie Ozzy owners! 

lan Sykes 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The Software Depot, a store specializing in software for CP/M, 
APPLE, and ATARI computers has just opened in the Sunnyvale Town 
Center. They have the largest selection of books and software I have 
seen anywhere in the South Bay. The Sunnyvale Town Center is located 
on Mathilda ave. The Software Depot is on the second floor across 


from Radio Shack. —Warren Hamblet 
ee % 


For those of you who are interested in further expanding your 
horizons in the computer world, you might consider membership in 
PicoNet. This is a fraternal organization of computer owners, users, 
and interested parties. The primary orientation is toward micro- 
computers using the CP/M disk operating system. While many 
members have $-100 systems, the Osborne owners I know who have 
joined this organization have found it another way to increase their 
knowledge. Byron McKay is the current president. Membership is 
$20.00 per year and earns you newsletters and access to the PicoNet 
library. Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each month at the 
Dysan Auditorium is Santa Clara. Piconet also has a number of 
members throughout the world (and may soon see local chapters?) 
Address inquiries c/o Digital Deli, 80 W. El Camino Real, Mt. View, CA, 


94040 —Gale Rhoades 
** 


LIBRARY NOTES 


An Introduction 
By Gale Rhoades 


This is a new column beginning this issue. In the column we will 
list the new additions to the FOG disk library. 

All correspondence about and contributions to the library should 
be addressed to Jim Woolley c/o FOG, P.O. Box 11683-A, Palo Alto, CA, 
94306. Please write “Library” on the front of the envelope. 

All questions about access to the library should be addressed to 
the Library Chairman of your local Chapter. For those who do not yet 
have a chapter in their area, address inquiries to P O. Box 3051, Daly 
City, CA, 94015. Be aware that if there is a library in your area that you 
will be notified in writing that you should contact the library holder 
for access. 

In this opening column, Jim Woolley (see below) discusses how 
the library is organized. Since the new library has 33 discs at 
presstime, we will not list all of the disks this month, For those groups 
who have the original 38 discs, these disks have been consigned to the 
archives. All library sets shipped from now on will be of only the new 
series unless otherwise requested, 

For those of you who already have the archive set, you will, if | 
have a record of your address, be receiving a letter sometime this 
month about getting the new series. If you would rather not wait, you 
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TECHNICAL WORD PROCESSING 


Add our CHARTECH software to your WORDSTART™ and drive an 
EPSON™ MX-80 or MX-100 with GRAFTRAX 807" or GRAFTRAX PLUST™ 


Enter “Ea, the screen shows a, and the EPSONT™' prints a. 
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94 special characters, including mathematical and Greek 
Special characters of your choice easly added 


OTHER FEATURES: 
CHARACTER DESIGN KIT 
NEW CHARTECH CHARACTERS PROVIDED FREE FOR TWO YEARS 
ALL FUNCTIONS OF THE EPSONT™ PRINTER AVAILABLE 
AUTOMATIC INSTALLATION BY SUBMIT FILES 
CONVENIENT PATCHES IN WORDSTART™ MADE AUTOMATICALLY 
PRINTER BUSY TEST 
HINTS ON TECHNICAL WORD PROCESSING 
SCREEN DETECTION OF SUPERSCRIPT AND SUBSCRIPT ERRORS 
SCREEN DETECTION OF ERRORS IN NESTED PARENTHESES 
LINE-BY-LINE MULTIPLE STRIKE (1 TO 9 TIMES) 


To order CHARTECH, send £50 to: 
TECHWARE, 2510 Cresta de Ruta, Eugene, OR 97403, (503) 343-0564. 


If you prefer that we install CHARTECH, 
send a diskette with a copy of your WS.COM and an extra $10. 


TWordStar is the trademark of MicroPro International; Epson and Graftrax are Tradeaarks of Epson Aaerica. 
This entire page produced by the systea from one file. 
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can either send $137.00 (payable to FOG) or blank disks (35 is 
recommended to cover the unknown) to the Daly City address. Be 
aware that if I get more that one order from a chapter, one will not be 
filled. Also remember that it takes 2 — 3 hours to do a full set of the 
library so volunteers to help with the copying are badly needed. 
Again, | will consider special situations for making the library 
available to individuals but since there are still only 24 hours in a day, 


please be reasonable. 
eK 


FOG Disk Library 
by Jim Woolley 


I have spent the past three months reorganizing the FOG disk 
library. The new library is now available for your use. Following is text 
from the LIBRARY.DOC file, which describes the library. This file may 
be found on the disk named — FOG/LIB.001. 


Library Structure 


The FOG disk library is organized into categories to facilitate your 
selection of useful programs. Each disk in the library has a name which 
indicates its category and its sequence number within that category. 
The disk name is recognized by a leading hyphen (— ) character 
followed by the letters FOG. The category is identified by three letters 
separated from FOG by a slash (/). The sequence number is given by 
three digits following a period (.). Therefore, a disk name has the form 
—FOG/cat.nbr. For example, this file is found on — FOG/LIB.001. A disk 
name is placed in the disk directory by saving a file of zero length; at 
the A> prompt, typing “SAVE O —FOG/LIB.001” defines the name of 
this disk. 

The following categories have been established: 


Disk Name Category 

—FOG/LIB Library Information 
—-FOG/GAM Games 

—FOG/UTL Utilities 

—FOG/APP Applications 

— FOG/MIS Miscellaneous 

~FOG/LNG Languages (Programming) 
— FOG/HAK Hackers (Need Repairs) 


Files in the /LIB category relate to use of the library. The catalog 
system will be included along with some useful utilities. To broadcast 
announcements, such as new disks recently.added or corrections to 
existing programs, a file named using the format NEWSmmyy.LIB will 
be created, where mmyy is the month and year of the announcement. 

The /GAM category is for the young or young at heart. Program- 
ming technique may often be learned by studying these games. 

In many respects, the /UTL category overlaps with /APP. Utilities 
are primarily .COM files which may be executed at the A> prompt to 
facilitate use of the computer. CP/M commands like PIP, COPY, and 
XDIR are familiar utilities included with your Osborne 1. Similar 
Programs are provided in the /UTL category. MODEM7 and related 
terminal emulators may also be found under /UTL, while some may 
consider these to be application programs. 

Applications (/APP) are generally directed toward solution of a 
significant problem such as financial management, work processing, or 
Statistical analysis. There are some files included here which are only 
related to applications, such as programs to modify WordStar; these 
may have been more properly located in the UTL category. 

The /MIS category includes printer pictures and text files on 
various subjects, Anything else which does not seem to fit into one of 
the other categories will be located here. 

/LNG files include various versions of programming languages such 
as Z80 assembler and C. 

Ail files and programs which appear to be in need of repair are 
placed in the /HAK category. These are offered as a challenge to the 
hackers or hobbyists who may be able to correct any deficiences and 
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resubmit the program for implementations in one of the more 
legitimate categories. 

Once a disk has been officially installed in the library, it will not 
be altered. A write-protect tab will be attached; this tab must never be 
removed. There must be no attempt to write or erase anything on a 
library disk; only reading or copying is permitted. The only exception 
is if the librarian determines that a proprietary file was inadvertently 
placed on a disk in violation of FOG policy; in that case, the librarian 
will delete the file. Any suggested corrections to a permanently 
installed library disk will be communicated via the NEWSmmyy.LIB 
files. 

It may become desirable to temporarily install a preliminary or 
incomplete version of a library disk. In such cases, the sequence 
number will be set to XXX; therefore, the disk name will be of the 
form “~ FOG/cat.XXX”. Also, a file of zero length with the name 
~ INCOMPLETE will be included in the disk directory. Such a disk 
will still be write-protected and must not be altered except by the 
librarian. Typically, the most recent NEWSmmyyLIB file and an up-to- 
date MAST.CAT library master catalog file will be found on the disk 
~ FOG/LIB.XXX. 


Library Policy 


Itis the policy of FOG to include only public domain software in 
the disk library. A file may have a copyright notice and still be public 
domain if the author gives specific permission to distribute the file. 
Typically, permission is granted on a not-for-profit basis. If the 
Copyright or proprietary status of a file is unclear, it will be assumed 
public domain if it is available from the CP/M Users Group of New York 
(CPMUG) or if it is obtained from a similar group maintaining public 
domain software. Otherwise, an attempt will be made to secure 
written permission to include the file in FOG's library. If the file 
cannot be reasonably established as public domain, it will be rejected. 

Because the library has been granted permission to include 
copyright software on a not-for-profit basis, no one is permitted to sell 
copies of any portion of the library and gain profit from such sales, 

Users are encouraged to submit public domain software to the 
library. It is requested that information regarding the source, copyright 
status, and use of such software be included. The information may be 
contained in a separate .DOC file or, preferably, made an integral part 
of the software. It is suggested that the author include a notice similar 
to the following: 

Copyright (C) 9/1/82 by John Doe, 123 Main Street, Anytown, 
California 95990. The author grants permission to copy this file on a 
not-for- profit basis. No copies of this file may be sold for profit except 
by the author. 


Library Use 


Members of FOG may make a copy of any library disk. The library 
will generally be made available at FOG meetings for this purpose. 
Members may borrow only one disk at a time. The borrower's 
membership card or similar identification should be left in place of the 
disk borrowed. The disk may then be copied. It must be promptly 
feturned. Use of the Osborne supplied utility COPY.COM is recom- 
mended for quick turnaround. Once copied, contents of the disk may 
then be perused at a more leisurely pace. 

None of the library disks include CP/M system tracks (0, I, and 2); 
therefore, only data tracks need be copied using COPY.COM. Many of 
the programs will not work properly unless a valid CP/M system is 
recorded on the system tracks. Therefore, it is recommended that each 
copy be SYSGENed, Place your CP/M disk containing SYSGEN.COM in 
drive A and the library disk copy in drive B. At the A> prompt, type 
“SYSGEN” 

When prompted for the source drive, respond A; destination drive 
is B. This will copy the system tracks from your CP/M disk onto your 
copy of the library disk. Several disks may be SYSGENed successively 
by placing them in drive B one at a time and identifying B as the 
destination drive. 

Bach library disk contains a file named DISK.DOC which describes 
contents and use of the files on that disk, A synopsis of the DISK.DOC 


files will be included in the NEWSmmyy.LIB file created when (mmyy) 
the disk is installed in the library. Therefore, it is recommended that 
members keep up-to-date with disks in the /LIB category, especially 
with —FOG/LIB.XXX. 

Files. prepared by the librarian will be formated for the 52 column 
Osborne I screen and recorded in 7 bit ASCII code (zero parity bit) 
with no contro! characters other than <CR> and <LF>. Such files may 
be conveniently reviewed using the CP/M command TYPE with or 
without the printer toggle “P. Also, “S/*Q may be used to pause/ 
resume the display. The files referred to include DISK.DOC on each 
disk, NEWSmmyy.LIB, and this LIBRARY.DOC file. Other text files 
included in the library are often written using WordStar in the 
Document mode. When TYPEd, such files are virtually unreadable. 
Therefore, the following methods are recommended for reviewing 
general text files: 

1. WordStar (may be used to display on the screen or printer). 

2. “PIP CON: = difilename.typ[Z]” (for screen display. Use “S/*Q 
to pause/resume). 

3, “PIP LST:=<d-filename.typ[Z]" (to print). 

Other utilities for reading text files are SHOW, DISPLAY, LIST, and 
SWEEP. Only LIST will work satisfactorily with WordStar Document 
mode files. Each of these may be found in the /UTL category; for 
convenience, they are also included on this disk, —FOG/LIB.001. 

RR 
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Only the first four categories have been implemented as of this 
month. About half of the files are new. Descriptions of some of the 
disks are listed here this month. Additional descriptions will listed in 
the next issue. 

Each disk contains a file named DISK.DOC, which briefly describes 
contents and use of that disk. Following is a synopsis of the library 
disks presently available; this summary is drawn from each DISK.DOC 
file. 


—FOG/GAM.001 
This disk contains ADVENTURE, previously found on —FOG.004, and 
PACMAN, from —FOG.022. 


—FOG/GAM.002 
This disk contains CHESS, previously found on —FOG.018. The 
FORTRAN source code (CHESS.FOR) has been added from 
-CPMUG.041. Three-D Tic-Tac-Toe (TTT) came from -CPMUG.029. 


~FOG/GAM.003 
This disk contains MBASIC games. BACCARAT & ELIZA were pre- 
viously found on — FOG.004, STARTREK was on —FOG.005, and 
CASTLE was on ~FOG.015. BACCRRT, which is similar to BACCARAT, 
came from -CPMUG.026. E-SKETCH was submitted by Dave Blair of 
FOG. 


— FOG/GAM.004 
This disk contains MBASIC games. CIA, QUEST, STARLANE, & 
YAHTZEE were previously found on — FOG.015. CIVILW, DSPACE, 
FIGHTER, GRANPRIX, & LIFE were on — FOG.019. The source of 
STARLAN4, which is similar to STARLANE, is unknown. 


— FOG/GAM.005 
This disk contains MBASIC games. MONOPOLY was previously found 
on -FOG.019. BLACKJCK & OTHELLO are from —CPMUG.026. 
HANGMN, MASTERMD, & ROULETTE are from — CPMUG.027. 
OTHELLO is the exception; it is not in MBASIC. 


—FOG/GAM.006 
This disk contains CBASIC games. ROBO was previously found on 
~FOG.007 & -FOG.009. CRAPS is from - CPMUG.037, As described 


in DISK.PRN, CRAPS was submitted by John White of Washington. 
(Apparently, some other programs were sent by John but were 
subsequently misplaced. ) 


—FOG/GAM.007 

This disk contains MBASIC games. AWARI, DCHARGE, GAMMON, 
HANOI (an interesting display of graphics), & NUCREAC are from the 
Osborne Users Group (OUG) in the Washington, D.C. area. HEX- 
APAWN is from the Northwest Osborne Users Club in the Oregon & 
Washington area. BIO-FF is from —CPMUG.005. CHECKERS is from 
—CPMUG.013. CRAZY-8 is from — CPMUG.026. 

« MENU, BUBBLE, DESIGN, ETCH, & SEARCH were submitted by 
Archie Abaire, Jr., of Richmond, VA. DESIGN & ETCH (see ESKETCH 
on —FOG/GAM.003) both use graphics. 


—FOG/GAM.008 thru —FOG/GAM.OI1 
Disks -FOG/GAM.008 thru — FOG/GAM.OI1 each contain MBASIC 
games received from the Northwest Osborne Users Club in the 
Washington/Oregon area. 


~FOG/UTL.001 
This disk contains the MODEM7 terminal program and related files 
previously found on — FOG.001. The .DOC files CONFIGUR, INDEX, 
MODEM, & MODEM? describe use of MODEM7. 

* MODEM714 is another version of MODEM7. Its origin is unclear 
to me, but D. Slaughter has provided good documentation in 
MODEM714.DOC. I suspect he also configured the program. Built-in 
documentation and examples are available. 

* QOSMODN appears to be the same as MODEM714; however, its 
.COM file is not identical. Since a complete test of the differences 
between each program was not possible, | decided to include both. 

= QSMODN and OSFIG were obtained from the Osborne Users 
Group (OUG) of the Washington D.C. area, OSFIG configures RS232 
transmission speed and protocol for the current operating session. 

" CRCK4, previously found on —FOG.003, and CK-FIX, from 
—CPMUG.040, permit verification of file tcansfer activities, 

*" UMPIRE, previously found on - FOG.016, provides hardware 
diagnostics for the Osborne, 

* WASH (version 1.0) is a versatile file maintenance utility 
previously found on ~FOG.016. 


— FOG/UTL.002 
This disk contains the catalog utility CAT and related programs 
CROSSREE FMAP, and UCAT previously found on — FOG.003. 

The NEWCAT program, obtained from the Osborne Users Group 
(OUG) of the Washington D.C. area, obviates the need to run FMAP 
and UCAT. A skeleton MAST.CAT file is provided. 

The remaining utilities were previously found on —FOG.016. 

* DISPLAY is for viewing an ASCII file on the console. 

«LIST was submitted by Byron McKay of FOG. It lists an ASCII 
file on the printer (60 lines/page with heading and page number) or on 
the console (24 lines/screen). As when using the (2) option in PIP, the 
high order bit is zeroed out leaving only printable 7 bit ASCII 
characters. Therefore, WordStar “document mode” files can be viewed 
on the screen without funny looking —— characters. 

* LOGIN will reset each disk drive which has been accessed 
since the last system boot cold start. The result is similar to pressing * 
C (warm start). 

* LOOK permits searching RAM for a specific byte pattern. 

* SHOW is similar to DISPLAY and LIST. 


~ FOG/UTL.003 
This disk contains squeeze/unsqueeze utilities SQ, USQ, and TYPESQ 
previously found on — FOG.026. Also, see — FOG/UTL.004 for updated 
versions, including FLS. 

* COMBINE, LINES, and LIST are from -CPMUG.036. COMBINE 
will merge two or more files into one. LINES will count characters and 
lines in an ASCII file. LIST, which is not the same as LIST on -FOG/ 
UTL.002, is another program to list a file on the console. 

* D, from -CPMUG.040, is a special kind of DIR utility. 
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Arrays Inc., DBA Continental Software, wish to solicit the 


assistance of Osborne Computer users to become Beta Testers for 
a proposed series of Osborne compatible programs. 

Currently, Continental Software enjoys an excellant 
reputation in the Apple II and IBM PC world. One of our programs 
"The Home Accountant [tm]" has been a consistant best seller on 
both machines since its inception last year. 

The "Home Accountant" is the first of a number of programs 
that we will be converting to the Osborne Computer. In order to 
produce an as reliable and "bug free" a product for Osborne users 
as possible, we need to greatly expand our core of Beta Testers. 
As a Beta Tester, you will be given a complementary copy of all 
products that we produce for the Osborne Computer. 

If you are interested in becoming a Continental Beta Tester 
please write us a brief letter describing your areas of interest 
and enclose a copy of the attached form. 


Name 


Address 


Home# ( )- - 


Continental Software 
11223 S. Hindry Ave. 
L.A., CA. 90045 
(213)-417-8031 
Attn: Jim Sadlier 


The First Osborne Group (F O G) has been formed as a Users’ Group for persons using or interested in Osborne Computers 
and the CP/M Disk Operating System with related Software. Membership is available to any interested party whether or not they 
currently own an Osborne Computer. F O G, the FOGHORN, and the diskette library are all supported by volunteer 
contributions of time, moncy, and software from all active FO G members. Guests are welcome at our meetings at any time (as 
long as they do not participate in Piracy or copying of Proprietary software), but dues of $24.00/yr in U.S. or $30.00/yr elsewhere 
are required in order to receive the FOGHORN, have access to the diskette Library, or derive other available benefits. 

CUT HERE 


First Osborne Group (F O G) Membership Application Form 


O-1 Owner? 


| ADDRESS: Mode? 
CITY: INTERESTS: 


| STATE:__zip:________countrry: 
| PHONES: 


H Send the completed application and your payment to: First Osborne Group (F O G), P.O. BOX 11683-A, Palo Alto, CA 94306 
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—FOG/UTL.004 
This disk contains updated squeeze/unsqueeze utilities SQ-15, USQ-15, 
TYPESQI4, and FLS-11 received from the Osborne Users Group (OUG) 
of the Washington D.C. area. 

" COMPARE, from -CPMUG.040, permits comparison of two 
files, Either both files must be on the same disk, or one file must be on 
the disk with COMPARE.COM. 

« SUPERSUB is a super SUBMIT utility received from the 
Northwest Osborne Users Club in the Washington/Oregon area. 

* SUPRSUB2, from OUG, is an update of SUPERSUB allowing entry 
of control characters. | haven't quite determined the use of this feature, 
however. 


CONTACTS 


Under this heading you will find a Groups which either do not yet have a 
regular meeting date and time or have not sent ina listing for the calender. 
If you want your group listed, send the information to P.O. BOX 11683-A, 
Palo Alto, CA, 94306. Please mark your envelope “CONTACTS”. 

New York Osborne User’s Group 2067 Broadway Suite 27, NYC, 10023 
Boston Users Group % Jay Siegel, 165A Mt. Vernon St., Boston, 
MA,02108 

Yankee Osborne User’s Group P. O. BOX 183, Storrs, CT, 06268 
Greater Baltimore-Washington Osborne Users Group 5373-2 Harpers 
Farm Rd, Columbia, MD, 21045 

Pittsburgh Computer Club % Harry C. Nicholson, 92 Bradford St., 
Pittsburg, PA 15208 

Gold Coast Osborne Group % Jim Powers, 7605 SW 7ist Ave, So. 


Miami, FL, 33143 New York, 09633 4 ; 
Cincinnati Osborne Users’ Group 6404 Coffey Street, Cincinatti, OH, Saudi Arabia % A. Alan Cates % A nay bs Bldg 17, A.C.C. Dhahran 
45230. 513-232-4076 z North, Dhahran. A 9 
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Oberlin College % George Bosela, rvin E, Houck Computer Center, | 


Oberlin, OH, 44074, (216)775- 8290, 2 k 

Central Ohio Osborne Userg! Group 3214 Kenny ‘ee Columbus, OH, 
43221 i i 
Lubbock Osborne Group P. 0. Box" 16771, ratio TX, 79490 
Fargo ND % Sam Linder, 2613 18th St. So., Fargo, 


Denver Osborne Group % ae Gaudio, P 0. BOX’27826, Grates ‘CO, ‘ 


80227 

Osborne Komputer Owners! Klub : 
91104, (213)355-9693 ' fo %, 

San Diego Comp Soc - Osbarne SIG F 0, BOX Baas San Diego. CA, 
92138, (714)234-7823 fog! 


Osborne Business Users Group BO. BOX! 16530, nolan, Fehinne i 


(503)642-9692 or 643- 7271} j Ct ‘se a! 
Wenatchee Osborne Group: 211 Rigemt Ds E hoa, WA, 
98801, 509-884-3279 

Alaska Osborne Users’ Group 100 W. ‘her Aicport *@,006;, “Anchorage, 
(907)276-4268 - rae 

Ozymandias [1 Box 65, Station G, Toronto, Ont, M4M 3E8,Canada 
Sydney, Australia % Andy Rossiak, phone: 001-61-2-220-5857 _.* 


Tasmania, Australia % Ian ayes 28 Welman Street, Tauneeston, 2250; F i 


Tasmania i ‘ 
Canberra, Australia COG t Alan ae 56 Woolner, CCT, Hawker, ; 
2614 ; 
Venezuela % Dr. Hanudl cxdo, Apartado 1060, 


Barquisimento.EDO.LARA. é 
Surrey England Robert Griffen, phone Eisom 24319 


Fankfurt, West Germany %° Robert K. i ae PSC Box 5391, ano 


2, 0. BOxQip, Pasadena CA, 


Seo, 


owas 


